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insoluble and the forces as unbending as those of the denomina-
tional struggle. The new President of the Board of Education
was Air. Reginald McKenna. The Government, taught by ex-
perience, had decided that no settlement was practicable which
was not acceptable to the more moderate men in the Church
and in Nonconformity alike, and in this new course secured the
co-operation of the Archbishop of Canterbury. In February
1908 Mr. McKenna introduced a Bill enabling denominational
schools to contract out of the national system. Though an im-
provement on its predecessor, it was far from satisfactory to the
Church, and between the first and second reading the Bishop of
St. Asaph brought in a measure of his own, which would have
secured freedom for teachers to give either denominational or
undenominational teaching and provided facilities for the for-
mer in all schools during school hours on three days in the
week. Neither Bill aroused any enthusiasm, but to many it
seemed that jointly they provided a basis of settlement.

Halifax hated them both. His own opinion had hardened into
a simple demand that denominational teaching must receive
treatment as favourable as undenominational. All his suspicions
of the episcopate were revived by these manoeuvres and, after
listening to the debate on the second reading of the St. Asaph
Bill, he reported to his daughter that the Bishop himself, eand
more especially the Archbishop, made odious speeches. They
are neither of them to be trusted for a single instant.'20

On April 5th Campbell-Bannerman resigned, and in the
ministerial shuffle which followed Mr. Walter Runcixnan re-
placed Mr. McKenna at the Education Office. The new Presi-
dent made an energetic attempt at conciliation. He produced a
fresh scheme on the principles of the McKenna Bill, modified
in some directions by the proposals of the St. Asaph Bill. The
Archbishop, believing that the scheme gave the Church as
much as she was ever likely to get, accorded it a qualified and